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Quote of the Week! 

“Your education is a 

dress rehearsal for a 

life that is yours to 

lead.” 

-Nora Ephron 

Holland’s New      

Superintendent 
Reporter-in-Chief Maycee Anderson, Reporters Zoe 

Koch, Jake Richards 

 

  Big changes are occurring in  

Holland ISD. From the new Cindy Gunn  

Student Center to the new gymnasium for 

Elementary students, it is apparent that these 

changes will further encourage the education 

and overall success of the students in Holland 

ISD. 

 Along with these great changes to 

the campus, Holland ISD now has a new  

superintendent, Shane Downing. Mr. Downing 

has been involved with the education field for 

many years now and has worked as a coach, 

teacher, and even an elementary school  

principal. 

 Growing up, Downing attended 

China Springs ISD where he completed  

elementary, middle, and high school.  After 

graduating from High school in 1988, he  

attended Stephen F. Austin State University, 

graduating in 1992. He then graduated with 

his masters degree from Tarleton in 2003. 

 After graduating from college, 

Shane Downing started his professional  

education career. He worked as a coach, 

teacher, and even worked as  principal for 

elementary students. 

 “I taught seven years at Bruceville-

Eddy ISD, and then I taught 3 years at  

Holland before  

becoming principal. I taught some junior high 

math at Bruceville-Eddy and also taught  

Algebra 1 and  

Geometry while at Holland. I was also a  

principal at Holland for 14 and a half years.” 

 After speaking about his career, 

Downing addressed the future for Holland’s 

Global Issues class. He confirmed that the 

class will be available for those who wish to 

participate next school year. He stated that 

there will be a meeting for students in regards 

to Global Issues before this school year ends. 

 Over his years of working in Hol-

land ISD, Shane Downing has accomplished 

many of his goals, which has encouraged him 

to make even more. 

 “I think that the biggest goal  

Holland ISD has is to maintain the culture we 

have always had. Our kids are our prized 

possessions, and so I think working to have 

teachers believe that that is the case, then that 

goal will continue to work. All of us need to 

continue to work together. One of the biggest 

things I’m looking into is social and emotional 

and safety areas in general. We aren’t all  

willing to go on stage and speak to a bunch of 

people. We all have different personalities, so 

I think those are some areas we’re looking 

into to ensure our kids are safe and that we’re 

doing a good job of     providing some social 

and emotional coping skills and strategies. 

Determining what new needs we have is 

something we will need to focus on.” 

 In a continuation of his goals for 

Holland ISD, Downing addressed the new 

Cindy Gunn Student Center. 

 “I think our new student center is 

going to offer a lot of avenues for high school 

students during after-hours of school. I believe 

the new band hall will provide a lot of new 

opportunities for our students as well.” 

 Shane Downing explained what it 

has been like being the new Holland ISD 

Superintendent. 

 “I love being the superintendent. 

I’m really enjoying the opportunities it brings. 

One major change I’ve faced so far is the 

policy side of some things I haven’t had to 

worry about until now. I’m really  

enjoying it.” 

 It is clear that Shane Downing will  

continue to strive to be an integral part of the 

Holland community. He has accomplished 

many goals in his years of working in the 

education field, and he has many more to 

share with the community. 

 “Holland is a tremendously  

supportive community. The community trusts 

the school and we strive to maintain that trust. 

We always want our  

students to work hard, but we always try to 

stay fair. The parents trust that we will help 

their children achieve at a high level.” 

 Congratulations to Shane Downing 

for accepting the challenge of serving as  

Holland ISD Superintendent. Thank you for 

your hard work, leadership and your focus on 

strengthening our schools and community. 

Don’t Forget: 

 Finals start on 

Wednesday, May 

22nd. 

 School ends at noon on 

Friday, May 24. Don’t 

come next week! 
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Hornets 
Vaughn Composes New  

Chapter in Career 
Reporter Zoe Koch and Jake Richards 

 

On July 30, 2017, a new assistant band director took 

over the position her predecessor left behind. Miss Rhiannon 

Vaughn stepped foot onto the campus two years ago, and two 

years later she takes her leave to pursue a larger dream not 

within Holland’s grasp. 

“I've been in Holland for 2 years but it felt like  

yesterday that I started,” said Vaughn, “The first home  

football game we had was a very long day, but it was one of 

the happiest I've had here. I remember going home looking at 

my Fitbit, I had 24,000 steps on there, it's like 'oh my God, 

okay I guess I'm not going to get fat in this profession.'” 

When joining the profession, Vaughn had  

experienced hardships, but the end results appeared worth it. 

Before the position in Holland, Vaughn spent fours years  

attending Stephen F. Austin in pursuit of her bachelor’s  

degree. “Luckily I was able to get help by my Dad's military; 

they did the Hazelwood Act which granted 150 hours to him 

or his dependents. I took 133 and my little brother is using the 

rest. That paid for my tuition but we still struggled because 

you have housing, food, and other expenses that you don't see 

coming such as books- books are $500 at minimum,” said 

Vaughn. 

After receiving her masters, she hopes to be open to 

higher career options, “I'm going to Texas State to pursue my 

masters in music education with an emphasis on  

administration,” said Vaughn, “I hope to be a Fine Arts  

Director one day, maybe after 20 to 25 years of service and 

public schools; then going up to higher education and then 

teaching there for awhile and maybe taking over a Fine Arts 

Director position.” 

The news spread rapidly through the band students, 

and those who were unaware quickly learned when she  

announced her departure. Though she is sad to leave, the  

opportunity itself is exciting, not only for Vaughn but also for 

her family. Vaughn said, “Being a first-generation college 

student is kind of exciting no one in my family has gotten a 

degree before and then all the sudden I'm getting two degrees. 

My dad's already talking about pursuing my doctorate and I'm 

just like 'one degree at a time.'” 

As an assistant band director, Vaughn has watched 

her students grow through these two years. In the fall of 2018, 

she helped the Holland Band reach area marching and in 2019 

watched as the band improved drastically and nearly make it 

to finals. Vaughn has allowed the students to grow and pushed 

them in many ways, but they weren’t the only ones growing, 

she said, “I've honestly learned more from the students than I 

did when I was going to school. Which is a scary thought but 

any teacher knows that you learn more from your students 

than from actual learning because experience is the best  

teacher. Some say you should probably teach a while longer 

just so you could get more experience… I feel like I've learned 

so much here that I would benefit from going back to school 

and would later benefit my students. So the thousands of  

students I will teach will benefit from the further instruction 

that I received because the more I know the more you know.” 

Peyton Jacobs, a sophomore french horn player, said 

to the Buzz, “Ms. Vaughn introduced a lot of new things to us, 

she has been a great teacher and we’re really sad she has to 

leave but we’re gonna support her all the way. And when she 

decided to come back, we’ll be waiting with open arms…” 

When she first arrived in Holland, Vaughn was fresh 

out of college. She was expected to take over the position her 

predecessor left behind. At first, many were intimidated, but 

she quickly became a band favorite. Vaughn was young and 

found ways to connect with the students in ways most teachers 

didn't excel at. Amanda Atzenhoffer, a sophomore baritone 

player, said, “I was never close with the last assistant bad  

director, but I felt Ms. Vaughn really understood the kids and 

tried to bond with everyone. She gets a sense of  

everybody in the band hall and tries her best to be helpful and 

nice and it goes underappreciated sometimes. I feel like her 

leaving is going to be quite devastating and it's going to be a 

while for the band, as a whole, to get over it. We’re really 

going to miss her.” 

Senior flute player Kendyll Morris said, “I’ve been 

with Ms. Vaughn for two years, she’s super amazing and I 

would say she’s like a second mom to me. She takes care of 

me when I’m upset and she’s always there for me. I’m really 

proud of her and I’m going to miss her.” 

Freshmen saxophone player Sarah “Bagel” Dague 

said, “For the short time 

I’ve know Ms. Vaughn, 

she’s always been great. 

She’s been great compa-

ny and I love talking to 

her. She will be missed 

when she leaves.” 

Vaughn will 

be leaving at the end of 

the current school year 

but officially continues 

her education on August 

26th. We wish her the 

best of luck in her goal. 

In the words of Ms. 

Vaughn, “Sometimes, 

the best decisions aren't 

the easiest. It's not about 

what you want, it's about 

what you need.” 
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Hornets 
FCCLA & FFA Banquet 
Reporter-in-Chief Maycee Anderson 

 The Holland Annual FCCLA & FFA 

Awards Banquet was held on Tuesday, May 14th in the 

Holland Cafeteria. This event was created to 

acknowledge the members of FCCLA and FFA because 

of their many accomplishments. Additionally, the event 

is to thank the community and those who have  

supported students in FCCLA and FFA. 

The doors of the event opened at 5 p.m. and the 

meal began at 5:30. The meal consisted of the choice of 

steak or chicken, a twice baked potato, green beans, 

rolls, cake, and tea. While attendees of the event ate 

their meal, a slideshow with pictures of active members 

of both organizations played with music in the  

background. 

At 6:00, many students were acknowledged for 

their participation in the Bell County Youth Fair as well 

as involvement in STAR (Students Taking Action with 

Recognition) events. Teachers also gave out different 

class awards and some scholarships being given to some 

of these students were announced as well. Along with 

awards, incoming officers for the 2019-2020 school 

year for both FCCLA and FFA were announced:  

Savanah Lawerence, John Caleb Cearley, Brady  

Shelton, Christa Regan, Chloe Hoke, Krista Martinez,  

Maycee Anderson, and Courtney Jackson. 

Overall, the banquet was a success. Many  

community members and supporters of these two  

organizations were present at the event and had a great 

time. Congratulations to incoming officers, scholarship 

winners, and all members of FCCLA and FFA. Thank 

you to those who have supported Holland’s students! 

Band VA Walk n’ Roll 
Reporter Jake Richards 
 

 On Wednesday, May 16th, the Holland Band 

visited the Veterans Administration Retirement Home in Temple for 

the 2019 VA Walk and Roll to play patriotic songs, including “The 

Star     Spangled Banner,” “My Country Tis’ of Thee,” “Marches of 

the Armed Forces,” and “America the Beautiful.” They then played 

other various tunes for the event including “The Best of Henry  

Mancini,” “Soundtrack Highlights from Guardians of the Galaxy,” 

“Moscow, 1941,” etc. 

Following the Hornet Bands speeches were made by    

veterans and then the 2k VA Walk and Roll event began. Veterans, 

employees of the VA, family and friends of the veterans, and the 

Hornet Band were among those who participated in the 2k. Some 

participants simply walked while others, namely those who could not 

walk, rode recumbent bicycles. The first fifty finishers were awarded 

certificates, while other participants received pins commemorating the 

event. Those who did not participate in the walk could chose to partic-

ipate in line dancing. 

“The warm weather was a great change from the freezing 

cold weather we had to endure during our last trip to the VA!” said 

Junior band member Joseph Priori, “I think pretty much everyone in 

band had a good time... I especially enjoyed the chance to ride a  

recumbent bicycle and eat pizza.” 

“It was a great experience that I have come to enjoy over 

the years,” said Senior Drum Major Drew Rendon who has          

participated in the event five years now. “Honoring the ones who have 

fought and died for our country is very important to me. Without their 

sacrifices, we would not have all the luxuries and values that define us 

as Americans.” 

Overall it was a great experience for VA and band      

members alike, and a great way to honor those who served our  

country. 
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Hornets 
Senior Walk 
Reporter Zoe Koch 

On Thursday, May 10, seniors lined up in pairs 

to walk side by side down the halls of the campus. Each 

wore their graduation robe and cap as students cheered 

them on for the future. This tradition is one Holland has 

done for countless years. Its purpose is to give  

recognition to the graduating class and their  

achievements. Throughout the day, students are allowed 

to visit a hall where each senior has a poster board of 

their memories and awards throughout their years as a 

student as well as a binder of achievements such as: 

resumes, recommendation letters, acceptance letters, 

thank you notes, and final essays. The walk and project 

are ways for the graduating class to do its part and  

inspire younger students to succeed.  
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Holland Hornet Class        
of 2019 
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FYI 

 

Editor-in-Chief 

Maycee Anderson 

Reporter 

Zoe Koch, Jake Richards 

Sponsor 

Mrs. Potts 

 

 
2019 Spring Finals Schedule 

 
Wednesday May 22

nd
 

1
st

 Period Final: 8:00—9:35 
3

rd
 Period Final: 9:40—11:15 

5
th
 Period: 11:20—12:05 (final time for band & 

Srs) 
Lunch: 12:05—12:35 

Study Hall : 12:40—1:05 
6

th
 Period Final: 1:10—2:45 

9
th
 period: 2:50—3:40 (final time for band & 

Srs) 
 

Thursday May 23
rd

 
2

nd
 Period Final: 8:00—9:35 

4
th

 Period Final: 9:40—11:15 
5

th
 Period: 11:20—12:05 (final time for band & 

Srs) 
Lunch: 12:05—12:35 

Study Hall : 12:40—1:05 
8

th
 Period Final: 1:10—2:45 

9
th
 period: 2:50—3:40 (final time for band & 

Srs) 
 

Friday May 24th 
5

th
 Period Final: 8:00—9:35 

Study Hall/Awards/Clean=out: 9:40—10:15 
9

th
 Period Final: 10:20—11:50 (except band 

& Srs) 
Lunch: 10:50 

Buses Run @ 12:10 

 

Holland ISD’s New           

Superintendent:  

Shane Downing 
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Accolade 

Celebration 

College 

Finish 

Honor 

Summer 

University 

Award 

Class 

Fellowship 

Graduates 

School 

Aspiration 

Ceremony 

Memories 

Caps 

Diploma 

Gown 
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Hornets 
 
 

This Is the Buzz Crew Signing 
off for the year— 


